LANGUAGE & RACE

SAMPLE QUESTIONS

1. Some people see standard English as a variety which removes social class and creates equality. Others see it as an oppressive form of English. What is your opinion?

2. Explain what standard English is and why it proves (a) so difficult to define and (b) so controversial

3. For some people the variety of dialects in the British Isles is a source of richness and diversity. For others it is a reminder of the class- and racial tensions which exist. Explore these views about standard and non-standard forms.

4. Describe what a pidgin and creole are and what they teach us about language.

5. "Standard English is probably the most important ingredient in the school curriculum". How far would you agree with this statement?

6. Choose one dialect form of English and compare some of its features to standard English.

7. Are children at a disadvantage if they speak using a non-standard variety of English?

8. What evidence is there that young blacks in Britain speak differently from their parents?

9. How far do you think we should be teaching children about attitudes to language?

10. What is the difference between pidgin and creole forms of language, and what do they show us about language change?

(GB: Think different

